ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: NRD-2018-0038 HLC DATE: May 21, 2018
June 25, 2018
ZAP DATE: August 21, 2018

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission
HISTORIC NAME: Bryson-Krueger-Critz House
WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1602 West Lynn Street

ZONING FROM: SF-3 to SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic Landmark
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:

Architecture and historical associations.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: May 21, 2018: Initiated historic
zoning,. Vote: 7-0-1 (Reed and Brown absent; Papavasiliou abstained). June 25, 2018:
Recommended historic zoning on a motion by Koch, second by Valenzuela. Vote: 6-0
(Galindo, Brown, Hudson, and Myers absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: No recommendation; no quorum vote
on a motion for staff recommendation for historic zoning made by Greenberg, seconded by
Breithaupt. Vote: 5-3 (Barrera-Ramirez, Duncan, and Evans opposed; Tatkow abstained;
Lavani and Denkler absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The house is listed in the Comprehensive Cultural
Resources Survey (1984) but without a priority for research. NOTE: None of the grand
houses on West Lynn Street have a priority for research in the survey.

There is a valid petition on this case against the proposed zoning change.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: August 30, 2018 ACTION: Kept the public hearing open
and approved on first reading
(Tovo/Houston). Vote: 6-3 (Renteria,
Flannigan, Troxclair opposed; Casar and

Garza off-dais).
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Old Enfield Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:




Architecture:

Two-story, rectangular-plan, brick-veneered house in the Italian Renaissance Revival style;
hipped roof, prominent brackets at the eaves; semi-circular portico centrally located on the
facade, supported by four fluted columns, and with a metal railing above; triple, paired, and
single 3:1 fenestration.

The Italian Renaissance Revival was one of several period styles popular from the late 19tk
century through the 1920s, and was almost exclusively a style for architect-designed grand
houses. The style hearkens back to the buildings of the Italian renaissance in the 16th
century, and is defined by an imposing scale, masonry construction, a hipped or flat roof, a
formal, symmetrical composition, use of Classical elements, such as columns, porticos, and
balustrades, and heavily bracketed eaves, all of which are found on this house, designed by
Giesecke and Harris, prominent Austin architects. Many Italian Renaissance Revival
houses had clay tile roofs; the original roof on this house has been replaced by a metal roof.

Historical Associations:

The house was built in 1923, and was designed by the noted local architectural firm of
Giesecke and Harris. The house has been the home of several prominent families in
Austin, including two judges, one an associate justice on the Texas Supreme Court. George
E. and Belle Sydnor Bryson built this house in 1923; its construction was featured in the
building section of the American-Statesman. George Bryson was a partner of Malcolm Reed
in the city’s largest cotton-buying business. Bryson and his wife lived here until the late
1920s, when they moved to Houston. The Brysons were among the most socially important
Austin families. Stories in the newspapers detail various parties and other social events
peppered with the names of some of the wealthiest families in Austin, including the Reeds,
the Rathers, and others.

After George Bryson and his family moved to Houston, the house was owned and occupied
by Joe B. and Addie Knight, who lived here until the mid-1930s. Joe B. Knight was a
rancher; the house was again the site of many social gatherings that were noted in the
society pages of the newspaper. Charles G. Krueger and his wife, Nora, purchased the
house from the Knights, when the Knights moved to Corpus Christi. Charles Krueger was
a commissioner on the State Court of Criminal Appeals. He and his family lived here until
around 1938. They then moved to the McClendon-Price House (a city landmark) on Pearl
Street, before moving back to Bellville, Texas, where Charles Krueger became the Austin
County judge.

Richard and Nora L. Critz bought the house around 1937, and lived here until Richard
passed away in 1959. A native of Starkville, Mississippi, Richard Critz was an associate
justice of the Texas Supreme Court in the 1930s and 1940s. As a young man, he moved
with his family from Mississippi to Williamson County, where he attended school and
studied law. He practiced law in Granger, Texas until 1910, when he became the
Williamson County judge, serving until 1918, when he opened a law office in Taylor, Texas.
He helped then-Williamson County Attorney Dan Moody prosecute members of the Ku Klux
Klan. After practicing law in Taylor for 10 years, he was appointed by Governor Dan
Moody to serve on the Commission of Appeals to the Texas Supreme Court. In 1935, he
was appointed by Governor James V. Allred to the Texas Supreme Court to fill a vacancy.
He served as an associate justice on the Texas Supreme Court until 1944, when he retired
to return to private practice in Austin. He formed a law firm that had offices in the
Littlefield Building, and later had his own solo practice in the Perry-Brooks Building at 8th
and Brazos Streets. While on the Supreme Court, he was known for the clarity and logic of
his legal opinions, and delivered several opinions and decisions that regulated the state’s oil
industry. After his death in 1959, the house was owned and occupied by later generations
of attorneys.



PARCEL NO.: 0112020403

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 27 ENFIELD C

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $8,500 (owner-occupied); city portion: $2,500
(capped).

APPRAISED VALUE: $1,674,647

PRESENT USE: Residence

CONDITION: Excellent

PRESENT OWNERS:
Alan Huntress Minter
1602 West Lynn Street
Austin, Texas 78703

DATE BUILT: ca. 1923

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Some possible alterations from the original plans; no permit
history reflects modifications.

ORIGINAL OWNER(S): George E. and Belle Sydnor Bryson (1923)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: Contributing to the Old West Austin Historic
District.
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1602 West Lynn Street
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OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1602 West Lynn Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2012

1992 Alan H. Minter, owner
Partner, Minter, Joseph & Thornhill, lawyers, 811 Barton Springs Road.
1985-86 Alan H. and Patsy Minter, owners
Partner, Minter, Joseph & Thornhill, lawyers, 400 W. 15" Street.
1977 No return
1973 No return
1968 Alan H. and Patricia Minter, owners
Employed by the State Attorney General’s Office
1964 Bill F. and Nell Irwin, owners

Manager, Southwestern Supplies and Materials
Also listed is Raymond Ridgeway, a student.



1959

1957

1954

1952

1949

1947

1944-45

1941

1939

1937

1935

Richard and Nora E. Critz, owners
No occupation listed

Richard and Nora E. Critz, owners
Attorney, 1108 Perry-Brooks Building, 121 E. 8" Street.

Richard and Nora Critz, owners
Lawyer, 1102 Perry-Brooks Building, 121 E. 8" Street.

Richard and Nora Critz, owners
Partner, Critz, Kuykendall, Bauknight & Stevenson ,lawyers, 1102 Perry-Brooks
Building, 121 E. 8™ Street.

Richard and Nora Critz, owners
Partner, Critz, Kuykendall, Bauknight & Stevenson, lawyers, 813-15 Littlefield
Building.

Richard and Nora Critz, owners

Partner, Critz, Kuykendall, Bauknight, Mann & Stevenson, lawyers, 813-15
Littlefield Building.

Also listed are John C. and N. Josephine Shaw, renters; he was a bus operator
for Austin Transit Company

Richard and Nora D. Critz, owners
Associate justice, Texas Supreme Court
Also listed are Chauncey E. and Margaret Critz; he was in the U.S. Army.
Rear: Robert L. and Beatrice Sturgis, renters
U.S. Army

Richard and Nora L. Critz, owners
Associate justice, State Supreme Court.
Also listed is Ella N. Critz, a stenographer for the National Youth Administration.

Richard and Nora L. Critz, owners

Associate justice, Supreme Court of Texas

Also listed is Ella N. Critz, a student at the University of Texas.

NOTE: The house is listed as 1314 West Lynn Street.

NOTE: Charles G. and Nora L. Krueger are listed at 1606 Pearl Street. He was
a commissioner for the State Court of Criminal Appeals. With them was Charles
L. Krueger, a student.

Charles G. and Nora L. Krueger, owners
Commissioner, State Court of Criminal Appeals
Also listed is Charles L. Krueger, a student at the University of Texas.
Rear: Roy C. Smith, renter
Student, University of Texas
NOTE: Richard and Nora L. Critz are listed at 1225 Marshall Lane. He was an
associate justice for the Supreme Court of Texas. Listed with them was Ella N.
Critz, a student at the University of Texas.

Charles G. and Nora L. Krueger, owners
Commissioner, State Court of Criminal Appeals
Also listed is Charles L. Krueger, a student at the University of Texas.
Rear: James Oliver Gooch, renter
Student, University of Texas
NOTE: J.B. and Addie Knight are not listed in the directory.



1932-33 J.B. and Addie Knight, owners
Farmer
Rear: Vacant
NOTE: Charles G. and Nora L. Krueger are not listed in the directory. Their son,
Charles L. Krueger, is listed as a student at the University of Texas living at 2309
Nueces Street.

1930-31 Joseph B. and Addie Knight, owners
Farmer
Also listed is Ollie Knight, no occupation shown.

1929 J.B. and Addie Knight, owners
No occupation listed
Rear: Eliza Jones (colored), renter
Cook (for the Knight family).

1927 J.B. and Addie Knight, owners
No occupation listed
Also listed is Ollie Knight, a student at the University of Texas.
NOTE: There is no rear dwelling unit listed in the directory.
NOTE: George E. and Belle Bryson are listed at 28 Enfield Road. He was the
proprietor (with Malcom H. Reed and E.G. Bischoff, of the G.E. Bryson &
Company, cotton, 923-29 Littlefield Building.

1924 George E. and Belle Bryson, owners
Proprietor, G.E. Bryson & Company (George E. Bryson, E.G. Bischoff, and
Malcolm H. Reed, proprietors), cotton, 723-25 Littlefield Building, and partner,
M.H. Reed & Company, cotton, 723-29 Littlefield Building.
NOTE: J.B. and Addie Knight are not listed in the directory.

1922 The address is not listed in the directory.
NOTE: George E. and Belle Bryson are listed at 1010 San Antonio Street. He
was the proprietor of the G.E. Bryson and Company, (George E. Bryson,
Malcolm H. Reed, and E.G. Bischoff, proprietors), cotton buyers, 723-29
Littlefield Building.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES:

George E. and Belle Bryson (ca. 1923 — ca. 1925)

George E. and Belle S. Bryson appear in the 1930 U.S. Census for Houston, Texas, where they
rented an apartment. George E. Bryson was 50, had been born in Texas, and was a cotton
merchant. Belle S. Bryson was 44, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.
They had 2 daughters: Georgia B., 21; and Louise, 17. Both girls had been born in Texas, and
neither had an occupation shown.

The 1940 U.S. Census shows George and Belle S. Bryson as the renters of a duplex at 1716
Enfield Road. George Bryson was 60, had been born in Texas, and was a cotton buyer. Belle
Bryson was 54, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. With them lived Belle’'s
mother, Irene Sydnor, an 86-year old Kentucky-born widow with no occupation listed.



PERSONALS

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Rather, NMr.
and Mrs, W, T, Mayne and My, and
AMrs, M. H. Reed left this morning
for Houston, where they will be
members of & house parly enter-
talned by Mr. and  Mrs, George
Bryson, who were formerly of Aus-
tin., They expecl to return home
Sunday,

Personals column item about a house partyl thrown by George and Belle Bryson in Houston.
The attendees mentioned were some of the most prominent members of Austin society.
Austin Statesman, January 31, 1930

George Bryson’s 1948 death certificate shows that he was living at 601 E. 15™ Street at the time
of his death. He was born in 1879 in Grimes County, Texas, and worked for W.T. Caswell
Company, a cotton broker. Belle Sydnor Bryson died in Corpus Christi in February, 1960. She
had lived in Corpus for about a year prior to her death. Her death certificate shows that she was
a housewife who had been born in Navasota, Texas in 1885, and was a widow.

J.B. and Addie Knight (ca. 1925 — ca. 1934)

Joe B. and Addie F. Knight appear in the 1930 U.S. Census as the owners of this house, which
was worth $20,000, and addressed as 1314 West Lynn Street. Joe B. Knight was 45, had been
born in Texas, and was a planter. Addie F. Knight was 43, had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. They had a daughter, Ollie, 23, who had been born in Texas and had no
occupation listed, and a servant, Eliza Jones, 26, who had been born in Texas.

Joseph B. Knight, Jr. was born in Williamson County, Texas in 1885 and died in Corpus Christi
in 1942, where he and Addie had been living for the 8 years prior to his death. He was a
rancher. Addie Knight died in 1984. Both are buried in Bartlett, Texas.

‘Mrs. Knight Hostess
- For -Attractive Tea

‘Among the attractive social affairs which have been held during
"which 90 guests were reccived during the afternoon, and a green and
‘the week was the formal tea given by Mrs, J. B. Knight Wednes~
"da)' afternoon from 4:30 to 6:30 at her home, 1314 West Lynn strect,
: Spring flowers in all shades were used throughout the rooms, in




“wwhite color scheme was cffectively -
carried out in the dining room. The
“tea table wus centered with a large
wreath of rosebuds, snapdragons,
and ferns, in the center of which
‘rested o large punch bowl, The
' table was further adorned wlith
-,.‘Brcen tapers in sllver: ornaments.
Presiding at the table were Mrs.
‘Clyde Parrish, Sr,, Mrs. T. H.

~Bowman and Mrs, Thurman Mayne,
‘Girls assisting In the dining room
were Misses Lucille . Camp, Ollie
Knight, Mary Caldwell and  Bess .

Tobin., :

‘Included in the house party were
Mesdames George Bryson, Lynn
‘Hunter, Clyde Parrish, Sr.,, Dave
Reed, T. H. Bowman, Greenwood
Wooten, Thurman Mayne, E. T.
‘Cravens, Lee Joseph, V, 1. Moore,
John C. Ross, John L. Martin and
Albert Taylor.

Social news story

Austin Statesman, May 17, 1928

Charles G. and Nora Krueger (ca. 1934 — ca. 1937)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Charles G. and Nora L. Krueger a the renters of the house at
1606 Pearl Street in Austin (the McClendon-Price House, an Austin landmark). Charles G.
Krueger was 68, had been born in Texas, and was a commissioner on the State Court of
Criminal Appeals. Nora L. Krueger was 60, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation
listed. They had a son, Charles L. Krueger, 26, who had been born in Texas, and had no
occupation listed. He is listed as absent from the house at the time of the census report.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Charles G. and Nora Krueger as the owners of a house in
Bellville, Texas. Charles Krueger was 57, had been born in Texas to German-born parents, and
was an attorney. Nora Krueger was 50, had been born in Texas to an Alabama-born father and
a Texas-born mother, and had no occupation listed. They had a son, Charles Lewis Krueger,
16, who had been born in Texas. Also in the household was Nora Krueger’s sister, Edna Lewis,
47, who had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed.

Judge Charles G. Krueger was born in 1871 in Carmine, Fayette County, Texas, and died in
1958 in Austin. Nora Krueger was born in 1880 and died in 1976. Both are buried in Bellville,
Texas. Krueger served as a commissioner of the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals from 1933 to
1950, then as the attorney for the Sealy Mattress Company for 20 years. He was the county
judge of Austin County, Texas.

Richard and Nora Critz (ca. 1938 — ca. 1959)

The 1940 U.S. Census shows Richard and Nora Critz as the owners of this house, which was
worth $25,000. The house is addressed as 1314 West Lynn Street. Richard Critz was 62, had
been born in Mississippi, and was a judge on the Texas Supreme Court. Nora Critz was 55,
had been born in Texas, and had no occupation listed. They had two daughters living with
them: Ella N., 21, a stenographer for the National Youth Administration; and J.I, Atkins, 31, who
was a legal secretary. J.l. Atkins had a son, Dickey, 7.

The 1930 U.S. Census shows Richard and Nora E. Crtitz renting the house at 2504 Wichita
Street in Austin. Richard Critz was 52, had been born in Mississippi, and was a judge on the
Commission of Appeals. Nora E. Critz was 45, had been born in Texas, and had no occupation



listed. _They had 4 children: James R., 23, a salesman in a men’s ready-to-wear clothing store;
Genevieve, 21; Chauncey E., 17; and Elenora, 12. All the children had been born in Texas.

His 1959 death certificate shows that Richard Critz was born in Starkville, Mississippi in 1877,
and was living at this house at the time of his death. He was a lawyer.

Calhoun, Critz |
- AndMcClendon
Urged for Posts

Nominations in Order 40

Days After Amendment
Election

Names of at least thres Austin
jurlsts ars before Gov. Dan Moody'
for appolntment on the new nine-
member supreme court authorlzed
by the adoption of the court con-
stitutional amendment last week, it
has become known.

These are Dist. Judge George
Calhoun, rexarded as among the
most eminent trial Judges In Texnas;
Preslding Justice James W. JMec-
Clendon of third court of elvil ap-
penls, and Judge Richard Critz of
Georgetown, now In Austin as a
member of the commlission of ap-

" peals of supreme court.
. Critz's Job Abolished

An attorney here in the Interest
of another appointment Saturday
"polnted out that the constltutional
ymendment is “self-enacting,” and
that the appolntments will be in
order just as soon as the result of
the electlon has been certitied.

Ho snid the amendment also
aholishes the six-member 'commis=
slon of appeals, of which Judge
‘Critz 18 o judge, etfective when tho
six additional supreme court mems-
bers are appointed.

Judge Calhoun once was tendeored
appointment on the commission of
appeals of supreme court, He de-
lined thg post. His court has trled
many big cnses of statewlde Inter-
est, Travis county being made the
seat of trials In which the state
is a party In a clvil proceedlng.

Judge Crltz was active in the
Willlamson ¢ounty movement which
became statewide, to draft Gov.
Moody for the governorship. Judge
Critz has served for more than two
years on the commission of appeals.

News story on the appointment of Richard Critz to the Texas Supreme Court
Austin American, July 21, 1929



CAITZFANILIR
WITH COURT 08

By Linited Prass
Judgae Rﬁzhard Critz, who as a
smnll boy walked from Starkville,
Mizss,, to Williamson county, Texas,
half a century ago, today became an
aszociate justice of the Texas su-
preme court,
He was nppointed late yesterday
to succeed the late Justice Willlam
Plerson., At a night session the
gennte confirmed the appointment,
Judge Crltz was expected to take
the oath of office taday and alt as
a member of the court at Its recu-
lar sesslon tomorrow.
One of the senators who voted to
confirm the appointment last night
was Sen. Jim Neal. Critz was
Neal's nssistant ay county attorney
of Willlamson county, where the
Laredo senator resided formerly.
Later Critz became county judge |
and served for eight yveara.

He alded Dan Moody and Harry
N. Graves, a present state repre-
sentative, in prosecuting the Taylor
tlogging cases that resulted In
Moondy belng elected attorney gen- |
eral and then governor,

As povernor, Moody anppointed
Judge Critz to the commission that
@ids the supreme court, He leavesn
that place now te mo upon the
bench itself. A change of stntute
now requires the court to name the
commissjioners, gn Judge Critz will
have a volce in naming his succes-
sor.

Judge Critz already Is famlillar
with much of the ltigation pending
before the court as a result of his
=ervice on Its commisslon, Before
removing to Austin to accept the
crommlssion assignment, Judge Critz
lived at Tavlor and Grangor, Hunt.
Ing, flshing and golf keep him un-
usually fit for A man of 58 vears. |

His appointment {s effective un-
til the genernl election Nov. 3, 1926,
Two supreme court judges will be |
voled upon then. The term of Chlef
Justice C, M. Cﬂr»tnn expires a.llo.l.

-1

News story on the appointment of Richard Critz to the Supreme Court
Austin Statesman, April 30, 1935



Miss Ella Nora Critz, Ensign J. J. Pickle
To Be Married at First Methodist Church

In a ceremony in the First Meth-
odist church, Miss Elln Nora Critz,
daughter of Judge and Mrs. Rich-
ard Critz, will become the bride of

Georgelown, ax matron of honor,
Bridesmaids will be Misses Mar-
jorie Ransom, Len Mewhinney of
San Antonio and Judith Pickle of
Big Sprlngs, sister of the bride-

Ensign James Jarrell Pickle, son of | Broo:

Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Plcklc of Big
Spring., Tuesdny 8t B p

The Rev, Edmund Heinsohn will
officlate at the ceremony and the
wedding music will be played by
Henry Wunderlich at the church
organ. Mrs. Gibson Rondle will sing
the solo

Miss Critz will be attended by
her sister, Mrs. J. T. Atkin of

Bnaign Pickle will be atlended
by his brother, Joe Pickle of Blg
Springs, ag best man. Groomsmen
will be Ensign Edward Syers, Licut.
Tom Beasle, Mack Degeurin, W. S.
Birdwell and Ensign John B, Con-
nally.

Following the ceremony a rccen-
tion will be heid al the e of
the bride's parents, 1602 mt

ynn.

Ensign Pickle Is flying down:
from Chicago where he has jusi
compleled tralning at midshipman's:
training school at  Northwestern:
universily. He is expected to arrive:
in Austin Sundoy morning.

Mrs. J. T. Atkin wlill enterlaini
the wedding party and the imme-.
diate family at a rechearsal supper:
Monday night at the Country club..

The wedding party, famlly and!
a few f{riends from out of town
will be enterialned at a luncheon:
Tucsday at 1 p. m. by Mrs. John H..
Sharp at the Sharp home, 11081
Colorado.

News story on the impending marriage of Ella Nora Critz to J.J. Plckle
Austin American, September 27, 1942



[T —

uneral Set
or Friday

Funeral scrvices will be held!
riday at 10:30 a. m, at the Cook|
neral Home for 'Judge Richard
ritz, 81, famed Texas jurist and
msident of Central Texas lor
years,

He dled Wed a!!ermon at
Is home, 1602 West n Street,
fter being In falling health for
e past year. He was a-former
ssociate . justice . of the - Texas
upreme Court,

Dr. Edmund Helnsohn will of-
iclale, Burial will be in Austin
Jemorlal Park,

Survivors include his widow; a
aughler, Mrs. J. T. Atkin of
corgelown; two sons, James

tz of Andrews, Texas; and a
ter, Mrs, George Kolb of Sher-
n., Another daughter, Mrs, J.
. Pickle of Austin, preceded him
death in 1952,

After a quarter of a cenlury
n judicial posts in Georgetown

Austin, Judge Critz retired
rom (he Supreme Cour in 13{5
nd entered the private practice
f law In Austin In' partnership
ith the late Lloyd Mann, and

Judge Critz was born In Stark-
dlle, Miss,, Oct. 16, 1877, the
of George Edward and Ella
tz. He came to Texas with
Is parents when he was 14 years
age and for several years he
'orked on farms In Hill, Me-
nnan and Willlamson counties.



| Before coming to Texas, he at.
tended  publie schools “in- Missis-
sippi and later attended South-
western  University In George-
}town. Afterward, while teaching
ischool in Willlamson County, he
}s:udied law at night and In Jaw
loffices, passed the bar examina-
tion and received his license to
practice law in 1902.

Hle began the practice ol law
|at Granger and continued-in pri-
‘vale practice there until 1510 and
[served as city attorney of Granger
[from 1906 to 1910. lle began his
judicial carcer in 1910 when he
beeame county judge of Willlam.
son County and served until 1918,
when he re-entered the private
practic of law in Taylor and con-
tinued until 1927, .

He came to Auslin in 1927 fol-
lowing his appointment by Gov-
crnor Dan Moody as a member
of the Commission of Appeals to
the Texas Supreme Court and
served as a commissioner until
1933, In that year he was named
by Governor James V. Allred as
associate justice of the Supreme
Court {o succeed Judge William
Pelrson, deceased and served in
that post until his retirement in
1845 to cnter privale practice in
Auslin,

Judge Critiz was a member of
{{the Masonic lodge and .ol the
Methodist Church.

Honorary .pallbearers will be
former Governors Dan Moody and
Coke Slevensorr, Federal Judge
James V. Allred and all present
[land former members of the Texas
Supreme Court, N

Active pallbearers will be Judge
Meade Griflin, Balley Jones, Clint
Small Sr., F. L. Kuykendall, Em-
\Imett L. Bauknight, Sam Stone of
|| Georgetown, James Shaw, and
Judge M. B. Blair,

- —
Obituary and funeral notice for Richard Critz
Austin Statesman, April 2, 1959




Critz Memorial Service
Tomorrow Morning at 10

A_memorial service for Judge
Richad Critz will be held in the
Supreme Court at 10 w.m. Mon-
day.

Prominent jurists and atlorneys
will allend the ceremony al which
Chief Justice J. E. Hickman will
preside. :

Judge Critz died in Austin last
April 1. 1le was 81 years ol ‘age.
Ile served on the Supreme Court
from the time he was appointed

by Governor James Allred until
1945, |

Former Governor Dan Moody
will make the principal talk at|
the memorinl service. A. J. Fol-
ley, former justice of the Supreme
Court und president of the Stale
Bar, will represent the bar. lle
secrved on the Supreme Courl
with Judge Crilz,

Associale Justice Meade GCrif-
fin will respond for the courl,

Judge Crilz was a native ol
Mississippi and came 1o Texas
in 1892 with his family, Part of
his boyhood was in Hill and Mec-

.1";4. N 4

RN

b-\,n&t'. o
t-dy g

ily sellled in Williamson Coun-

[ty, Judge Critz earned moncy

as a farm hand to pay his way

'through two sessions at South-

western  University. He studicd
law at night while teaching .
school, and was licensed lo prac-
tice in 1902, lle held city and
county legal posts in \Villiamson
County. .
e was appointed to the siate
commission of appeals in 1927
by Gov. Moody. Gov. Allred ap-
pointedd him  associale justice of
the Supreme Court. After re-
tiring from the bench he continued

[ennan Counties. After his fam-

o practice law in Auslin.

News story on the funeral of Richard Critz
Austin American, September 20, 1959

Richard Critz (1877-1959)

Associate Justice, Texas Supreme Court, 1935-1944

Richard Critz was born October 16, 1877 in Starkville, Mississippi, and moved with his parents to
Central Texas when he was fourteen years old. His family settled in Williamson County, where Critz
attended local schools before enrolling at Southwestern University in Georgetown. He studied law



privately while teaching school in Georgetown, received his law license in 1902, and began practicing
law in Granger that year. In 1906 he was married; the couple had four children.

Critz served as Granger city attorney from 1906 to 1910 and as Williamson County judge from 1910 to
1918. He practiced law in Taylor from 1918 to 1927, when Gov. Dan Moody appointed him to the
commission of appeals of the Texas Supreme Court. He served in that position until 1935 when Gov.
James Allred appointed him an associate justice of the Texas Supreme Court. Critz served on the court
until 1944. His opinions on the state's high court helped establish a judicial pattern for regulating the
oil industry, and he was influential in the development of the substantial-evidence rule.

Following his supreme court service, Critz returned to the commission of appeals for a year before
retiring in 1945. At that time he returned to practicing law in Austin. Richard Critz died April 1, 1959 in
Austin at the age of eighty-one. He was buried in Capital Memorial Gardens.

From Tarlton Law Library, University of Texas, Justices of Texas, 1836 - 1986

CRITZ, RICHARD (1877-1959). Richard Critz, lawyer and judge, was born
in Starkville, Mississippi, on October 16, 1877, the son of George Edward and
Ella (Richards) Critz. When he was fourteen the family moved to Williamson
County, Texas, where Critz went to school. He attended Southwestern
University for a short time, then studied law in a Georgetown law office while
teaching in the local public schools. He was admitted to the bar in 1902 and
practiced until 1910 at Granger, where he also served for some years as city
attorney. He returned in 1910 to Georgetown to become county judge, a post he
held until 1918, after which he continued to practice there until 1927. Around
1920 Critz assisted the young Georgetown district attorney, Daniel James
Moody, Jr., in his prosecution of sundry local members of the Ku Klux Klan.
When Moody became governor in 1927 he appointed Critz to the Commission
of Appeals to the state Supreme Court, on which Critz remained until elevated
iIn 1935 to associate justice of the Supreme Court by appointment of
Governor James _Allred. Critz's judicial opinions are noteworthy for unusual
conciseness and clarity, as well as for their logic and numerical abundance. He
helped establish a judicial pattern for regulating the oil industry and was
influential in the development of the substantial-evidence rule. He was defeated
for renomination in the Democratic primary of 1944 and left the bench at the
end of the year to practice law as a member of an Austin firm. On January 18,
1906, Critz married Nora Lamb of Granger; they had two sons and two
daughters. Justice Critz was a Democrat and a Methodist. He died on April 1,

1959, and was buried in Capital Memorial Gardens, Austin.
From the Handbook of Texas, Texas State Historical Association




GEORGE BRYSON HOME—Wecst Lynn Street .

The Gcor&,c Bryson home, now under construction in Enfield, will upon completion be one of the
most attractive residences in Austin. It is a red brick and tile structure, and is to be two stories in

;lclﬁht( Equipped with tho Intest of modern appointments, this home will be one of the most complete
n Austia, .

Photo of the house under construction
Austin Statesman, April 15, 1923
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Detail of portico

Portico and original cornice



vp #1: By Owner on themselves

July 30, 2018

In re: Valid Petition against Historic Zoning for 1602 W Lynn Street

Hon. Mayor and Austin City Council:

We, the undersigned owners of the property affected by the requested zoning
change described in the referenced file, do hereby protest against any change of the
Land Development Code which would zone the property to any classification other
than SF-3.

While we recognize remodeling plans will cause the property to no longer be
“contributing” to the National Historical District and also believe in historical
preservation when it is warranted, we do not believe i) it is in the interest of the
neighborhood, or ii) that the property meets the extremely significant threshold of
historical associations set by the City Council to warrant going against the property
owner’s wishes.

The initiation of re-zoning for 1602 West Lynn sets a dangerous precedent of abusing the
process as a deterrent to owners of properties that are merely “contributing” and not the
highest of historic landmarks. We do not support the rezoning of properties on subjective
bias that would lower the bar for the entire neighborhood. '

Sincerely,

Jay Riskind Sahra Malik Riskind
Name (Printed) Name (Printed)
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August 15,2018

In re: Valid Petition against Historic Zoning for 1602 W Lynn Street

Hon. Mayor and Austin City Council:

We, the undersigned owners of property affected by the requested zoning change
described in the referenced file, do hereby protest against any change of the Land
Development Code which would zone the property to any classification other than
SF-3.

While we recognize remodeling plans will cause the property to no longer be
"contributing” to the National Historical District and also belicve in historical
preservation when it is warranted. we do not believe i) it is in the interest of the
neighborhood, or ii) that the property meets the extremely significant threshold of
historical associations set by the City Council to warrant going against the property
owner's wishes.

'The initiation of re-zoning for 1602 West Lynn sets a dangerous precedent of abusing the
process as a deterrent to owners of properties that are merely "contributing” and not the
highest of historic landmarks. We do not support the rezoning of properties on subjective
bias that would lower the bar for the entire neighborhood.

Slp/gerely,

Signature

Pamela Giblin
Name (Printed)

1604 West Lynn, Austin TX 78703
Address




VPt 2
August 19, 201é

In re: Valid Petition against Historic Zoning for 1602 West Lynn Street

Hon. Mayor and Austin City Council:

We are the owners of property affected by the requested zoning change described in the
referenced file, do hereby protest against any change of the Land Development Code
~which would zone the property to any classification other than SF-3.

While we recognize remodeling plans will cause the property to no longer be
“contributing” to the National Historical District and also believe in historical
preservation when it is warranted, we do not believe i) it is in the interest of the
neighborhood, or ii) that the property meets the extremely significant threshold of
historical associations set by the City Council to warrant going against the property
owner’s wishes,

The initiation of re-zoning for 1602 West Lynn sets a dangerous precedent of abusing the
process as a deterrent to owners of properties that are merely “contributing” and not the
highest of historic landmarks. We do not support the rezoning of properties on subjective
bias that would lower the bar for the entire neighborhood.

Sincerely, :

=

Kenneth Corby

Candice Hunter Corby

160; Pease Road
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July % 2018

In re: Valid Petition against Historic Zoning for 1602 W Lynn Street

Hon. Mayor and Austin City Council:

We, the undersigned owners of property affected by the requested zoning change
described in the referenced file, do hereby protest against any change of the Land
Development Code which would zone the property to any classification other than
SF-3.

While we recognize remodeling plans will cause the property to no longer be
“contributing” to the National Historical District and also believe in historical
preservation when it is warranted, we do not believe 1) it is in the interest of the
neighborhood, or ii) that the property meets the extremely signiﬁcant threshold of
historical associations set by the City Council to warrant gomg “against the property
owner’s wishes.

The initiation of re-zoning for 1602 West Lynn sets a dangerous precedent of abusing the
process as a deterrent to owners of properties that are merely “contributing™ and not the
highest of historic landmarks. We do not support the rezoning of properties on subjective
bias that would lower the bar for the entire neighborhood.

Sincerely,
\jﬂ %
Sigiature J

Tz agler

Name (Printed) <

lway /‘/MZ//MM%?‘ Ape i Tx TETES

Address



riveraa
Text Box


1602 West Lynn Street, Austin, Texas

Prepared for Jay and Sahra Riskind
May 18, 2018

Prepared by AmaTerra Environmental, Inc.
Cherise Bell and Deborah Dobson-Brown

Basic Facts and Arguments:

According to the West End National Register Historic District (NRHD) nomination,1602 West Lynn was
identified as one of ten Italian Renaissance Revival style houses contributing to the district. In 2003 the
district had a total of 2,519 buildings with 1,568 listed as contributing. Three subdivisions are
encompassed in the boundaries with the subject property located in the Enfield subdivision. The period
of significance is from 1853 to 1953. Two Italian Renaissance Revival styles are specifically mentioned in
the nomination:

1602 Niles in Table 3 as designed by an architect, Henry B. Thomson, and
1400 Wathen, the Hemphill House as a representative property, photo 33.

The question presented: does 1602 West Lynn meet Austin’s threshold for individual landmark
designation? To answer that question, we will examine three categories used in evaluating historic-age
resources for Austin’s Historic Designation Criteria: Architecture, Historical Association and Community
Value.

1 - Architecture -

1602 West Lynn was identified in the West End National Register Historic District as a contributing
resource and identified as an Italian Renaissance Revival style. A total of 10 Italianate Renaissance Revivals
were noted in the NRHD.

Virginia & Lee McAlester (A Field Guide to American Houses) describes the Italian Renaissance style as:

The style was popular during the 1890-1935s and had common architectural elements consisting of:

e Low pitch roof

o Tiled roof

e Often Symmetrical facade

e Widely overhanging eaves supported by decorative brackets (often brackets are coupled)
e Recessed entry: often arched and flanked by columns

e Upper story windows are smaller and less elaborate than first floor windows



1602 West Lynn does have a low pitch roof with wide overhanging eaves supported by plain brackets, a
recessed entry with arched door and smaller second stories windows which marks it as an Italian
Renaissance Revival. However, the expression of the style is low compared to the original intent of the
architects and the other an Italian Renaissance Revival examples in the district.

According to the original drawings, the architectural firm of Giesecke & Harris designed the house for G.E.
Bryson. In reviewing the drawings, we have determined that the house was not built to the architect’s
original specifications thereby simplifying the articulation of the style.

1. Lintels of interlocking vertical laid brick with stone, keystones and stone endcaps were replaced
with simple lintels.

2. Window sills or stools are plain brick instead of stone.

3. Red cedar shingles were to be used on the roof and the ridges capped with galvalume metal. We
do know that the roof material has been replaced twice and is currently metal.

4. The 1935 Sanborn Map does not match the drawings as there is no portico outline. The
architect’s drawings states that the columns are to be “union metal #224 Roman Doric” topped
with a decorative diamond shape crest. Today’s cresting is plain balustrade similar to a guard
railing rather than a decorative wrought iron fence as portrayed on the drawing.

5. The porte cochure is now covered by a modern garage door.

6. The sun room has been infilled to be used as an indoor room.

Itis important to note that this house also has characteristics notable from the Craftsman Bungalow which
include the 3/1 lights of the windows on the first floor, large eave overhang and emphasis on the
horizontal massing.

Within the West End NRHD, the 2003 NRHP nomination identifies 10 Italian Renaissance Revel style
houses, one located two doors down at 1510 W Lynn and a High style architect designed house at 1602
Niles street around the corner.



1602 Niles Road (Google Maps)

1602 Niles retains the red clay tile roof. The first floor is elongated and capped by a belt course. The first
floor has both flat and rounded windows as well as an arched entry.



2 - Historical Association
Architects

Bertram Giesecke and August Harris, former UT Austin classmates, formed the partnership of Giesecke &
Harris in 1921. The firm was in partnership from 1921 to 1941 and dissolved when August Harris went into
the Army for World War II. Both architects were members of the American Institute of Architects (AlA).
Giesecke served as President of the Texas Society of Architects in 1946. Giesecke died in 1950 at age 58
and Harris came back from the war and began a private practice and later formed a partnership with his
son William Harris.

The significant works of Giesecke and Harris are documented and designated as National Register
Buildings. Three of the firm’s buildings are currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places: Bryan
Municipal Building in Brazos County (1925), Kurt and Meta Schmedes House in Travis County (1923), and
Brenham High School in Washington County (1925). According to the National Register nomination on the
Schmedes house: it “incorporates elements of Craftsman, Prairie School, Mediterranean and Classical
styles”.

Five of the firm’s buildings are currently listed as Registered Texas Historic Landmarks: Edinburg Junior
College Auditorium in Hidalgo County, Kleberg Public School in Kleberg county, Becker School, Mathews
School (1930s renovation) and Norwood Tower all located in the city of Austin. The firm is best known for
their educational and public schools as part of the Public Works Administration (PWA) in the 1930s (PWA
Docket Tex-1300R). Since the schools are part of projects constructed under the PWA program those
buildings have a higher significance as they are relevant at the National Level, versus the state or local
level.

Most importantly, located within the NRHD boundaries is Pease Park. The Tudor house located in the
Park was built by the firm of Giesecke & Harris in the 1920s, so the firm’s work is already represented in
the neighborhood at the local level of significance.

There currently are 260 drawings of 46 projects of their work located at the Austin History Center.
Identified in the index of the Harris papers are three houses built during his partnership with Giesecke
and one box of unidentified residence, quantity not known at this time. Future research may reveal
better, intact and high style examples of their residential work.



Owners

According to the National Bulletin 15 “a person associated with the property must be individually
significant within the historic context. A property is not eligible if its only justification for significance is
that it was owned or used by a person.” Association of a property should “reflect the productive life and
time period when the person achieved significance”. Furthermore, each property associated with that
person need to best identify the property that reflects the individual’s historic contribution.

GE Bryson, according to the 1922 Austin City directory was in partnership with two other men as cotton
buyers for the firm of M.H. Reed & Co. Based on the company’s name, Reed appears to be the principle
partner. Reed went on to become a west Texas oilman in the 1930s and land development in the Texas
Panhandle. The Reed Estate located in Pemberton Heights is listed as an Austin Historic Landmark and is
a “high style” example of Italian Renaissance villa designed by Hal Thomson.

Bryson individual importance is not justified as there is no specific information about Bryson regarding his
contribution to the cotton industry, or impact upon commerce or politics in Austin.

With regards to later property owners, additional research would need to be completed to determine if
the person achieved significance not only while they resided at 1602 W Lynn and if that house best
represents their historic contribution.

3 - Community Value

The property has been in this location since 1923. However, its unique location and setting has been
greatly diminished by the demolition of the house across the street and the demolition and new
construction of the house next door which is now located only three feet away from the property line.



Appendix A: Supporting Research and Documentation:
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Photograph 1. Original Drawing for 1602 West Lynn Street, Dated 1922



Current Front Facade of 1602 West Lynn Street (2018)

Photograph 2



Note that the house was not built to the architect’s specifications thereby simplifying the articulation of
the style. The red Cedar Shingles have been replaced twice with the current material being metal

(Photographs 1 and 2).

The lintels of interlocking vertical laid brick with stone, keystone and stone endcaps. Window sills or
stools are plain brick instead of stone (Photograph 3).

)

Photograph 3. Window details of 1602 West Lynn Street



Finally, the 1935 and 1961 Sanborn maps, the maps do not match the architectural drawings as there is
no portico outline. The architect’s drawings states that the columns are to be “union metal #224 Roman
Doric” topped with a decorative diamond shape crest. Today’s cresting is plain balustrade similar to

guard railing than a fence (Photographs 4 and 5).
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Photograph 4. Porch details of 1602 West Lynn Street
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Photograph 5. 1961 Sanborn Sheet 25, portico on front fagade of 1602 West Lynn Street is missing.



GEORGE BRYSON HOME—West Lynn Street =

The George Bryson home, now under construction in Enfield, will upon completion be one of the
most attractive residences in Austin. It is a red brick and tile structure, and is to be two stories in

}lci%ht. . Equipped with tho latest of modern appointments, this home will be one of the most complete
n Austin.

Photo of the house under construction
Austin Statesman, April 15, 1923
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Representative Samples of Italian Renaissance Revival Styles in West End Historic District:

1510 West Lynn Street bracket detail.



1400 Wathen Avenue



1500 Lorraine Street



1504 Marshall Lane



1702 Windsor Road



1704 Windsor Road



2412 Harris Boulevard



1600 W. Lynn Street, April 2009 (Google Maps)



1602 W Lynn Street, April 2009 (Google Maps)
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